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Tahmoor Coal Mine Purchase
GFG Alliance’s SIMEC Mining division
acquired Glencore’s high-quality Tahmoor
metallurgical coking coal mine in New
South Wales on 20 April 2018. Glencore
announced in June 2016 that the Tahmoor
Coal Mine would close by 2019 because of
continued low coal prices.
The acquisition of the Tahmoor mine by
the British Gupta family is a key element
in the GFG Alliance’s transformation
plan for its flagship Liberty OneSteel
Whyalla Steelworks in South Australia
that is designed to optimise and expand
production, thereby securing its long-term
sustainability. GFG Alliance acquired the
Arrium/OneSteel business in August 2017.
The Tahmoor mine, rebranded as Tahmoor
Coking Coal Operations, is a coking coal
mining operation situated around 75km

south west of Sydney with a workforce
of 380. Annual production is currently
around 2 Mt per annum, the bulk of
which is high-quality coking coal used for
primary steel making in blast furnaces
both in Australia and internationally to
export customers. Tahmoor Coking Coal
Operations is a current important supplier
of coking coal to the Whyalla Steelworks.
The acquisition of the Tahmoor mine
is an exciting step forward for GFG
Alliance’s strategy to create fullyintegrated, end-to-end businesses in
Australia, from raw materials and energy
right through to high-value finished
products ready for market.
The purchase of the Tahmoor Coking
Coal Operations by the SIMEC Mining
Division of GFG Alliance secures and

de-risks an important feed for the Whyalla
Steelworks. The addition of the operations
with SIMEC Mining’s iron ore mines in
South Australia, makes GFG the only
fully-integrated Australian steel producer,
from iron ore and coking coal through to
primary steel.
Importantly for Tahmoor Coking Coal
Operations, becoming part of the GFG
Alliance secures the mine’s long-term
future. This enables Tahmoor North
mining operations to continue with
extraction of the approved coal resource,
planned by 2022, and provides an exciting
longer-term future with the proposed
extension into the Central Domain at
Tahmoor South.

Tahmoor Coking Coal Operations offical opening day.
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The GFG Alliance
The GFG (Gupta Family Group) Alliance is a collection
of international businesses founded by PK Gupta and
his son, Sanjeev Gupta, encompassing mining, power
generation, metals, engineering, financial services,
property and a skills and education-focused
charitable foundation.
The GFG Alliance combines the expertise of world -class
industrial, natural and financial resources, working together
to deliver a competitive solution.
• The Alliance members are individually owned and managed;
• Their common purpose is the regrowth of industry;
• The GFG Alliance members deliver growth to stakeholders
with services and value which very few others can; and
• The GFG Alliance operates in partnership with
governments at many locations and at many levels.
GFG’s business model creates value through ‘de-coupled
integration’ of natural resources, industry and financial
services.
Each of the businesses is integrated to service other parts
of the GFG Group and to service external customers.
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Pictured are Matt Reed (Chief Operating Officer, SIMEC Mining), Sanjeev Gupta
(Executive Chairman, GFG Alliance) and Peter Vale (Operations Manager, Tahmoor
Coking Coal Operations)

The model enables economic value creation for the core Industrial
Group with full benefits of integration, while each of the individual
businesses operate in an agile way allowing them to grow
independently.
Two of GFG Alliance’s main businesses relating to the
Tahmoor Coking Coal Operations are:
• Liberty House Group, which has 5 major divisions which
focus on Commodities Trading, Ferrous Recycling,
Steel Manufacturing; Aluminium Manufacturing and
Engineering; and
• SIMEC, which has 5 major divisions which focus on Shipping,
Infrastructure, Mining, Energy and Commodities.
 SIMEC Shipping is centred around the chartering, leasing
and ownership of vessels, as well as port ownership and
processing.
 SIMEC Infrastructure owns and operates commercial
ports, railway stock and marine fleets as well as storage
facilities which provide the Alliance with the ability to
extend services to customers and support the delivery of
its own value-added activities.
 SIMEC Mining is a globally-focused business with iron
ore assets in South Australia’s Middleback Ranges and a
coking coal asset at Tahmoor NSW supplying feed material
for GFG’s Whyalla Steelworks and other GFG Alliance
businesses, as well as third-party customers.
 SIMEC Energy is a fast-growing producer or renewable
power, with a portfolio of assets across hydro and bio
power as well as waste to energy, on- and off-shore wind,
solar and pumped hydro.
 SIMEC Commodities specialises in the trade energy and
energy related commodities.

Tahmoor Coking
Coal Operations
The Tahmoor Mine is an underground
operation which began mining in 1979.
The mine has approval to produce
up to 3 million tonnes of Run of Mine
(ROM) coal per annum.
Coal is currently mined from within
the Bulli seam, producing mostly hard
coking coal for steel production, and is
transported via rail to Port Kembla for
export. Coal is extracted via longwall
mining methods.
Tahmoor Mine currently employs
380 employees and contractors, and
supports many local and regional
businesses and services. Furthermore,
mining is the single greatest
contributor to Gross Regional Product
in the Wollondilly Shire, accounting for
24.8% of the value added [Wollondilly
Shire Council: 2016-17 NIEIR economic
data].

Tahmoor North
Mine Workings

Tahmoor South
Project

Eastern
Domain

The Tahmoor South Project proposes
to continue the Tahmoor Mine
until approximately 2040, with the
extension of underground operations
to the south into the Bargo area within
the Central Domain. This would result
in ongoing economic and employment
benefits from the continued operation
of the mine.
The proposed Central Domain mining
area being considered is shown in the
figure beside.
The proposed mine plan is being
developed based on the results
of extensive geological surveys,
and on the outcomes of baseline
environmental monitoring and
detailed technical studies.
The project is a State significant
development and will be assessed
under Part 4.1 of the NSW
Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979. The approval
authority for State significant
development projects is the
NSW Independent Planning
Commission (IPC).
The project will also require approval
from the Commonwealth Department
of the Environment and Energy under
the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Southern Domain

Central Domain

The Tahmoor South Project mining domains. The Central Domain is currently being considered as part of the assessment.
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Project History
Work began on the Tahmoor
South Project in 2011, with the
commencement of environmental
and planning studies to support
an application for development
consent for the project. A Preliminary
Environmental Assessment (PEA)
was completed and submitted to the
then Department of Planning and
Infrastructure (DoPI) in September
2012. The DoPI subsequently issued
the Director General’s Requirements
that outlined what economic, social
and environmental issues needed to
be assessed within the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the project.
An EIS for the Tahmoor South Project
was substantially completed in late
2014. However, the development
application and accompanying EIS was
not submitted to the NSW Department
of Planning and Environment (DPE) at
the time, with the project placed on
hold due to the downturn in the coal
mining industry.
Tahmoor Coking Coal Operations
has recommenced studies to finalise
the EIS. The EIS is currently being
updated to address the Secretary’s
Environmental Assessment
Requirements (SEARs) that were
issued in June 2017. The Tahmoor
South Project recognises the need to
carefully consider the potential impacts
of the proposed development on the
environment and local communities.

Project Need
Fundamentals
• Enables Tahmoor Mine to continue to
operate post completion of mining in
the existing Tahmoor North Area;
• Maximise extraction of coal resource
within existing mining leases to continue
to supply coal under existing contracts;

will continue throughout the
environmental assessment of the
proposed development, as well as during
the detailed design, construction and
operational phase.
Submission of the development
application and EIS to the DPE is
anticipated during Quarter 4 2018.

• Meets strong demand for high quality
coking coal to domestic and export
steel and other customers utilising an
existing operation and facilities;
• Ongoing employment for a stable and
experienced workforce; and
• Continued economic and social benefits
for local and regional community.

Consultation and Timing

How to stay in touch
& update to date with
the latest information
Contact Us: 1800 154 415

Tahmoor Coking Coal Operations is
committed to ongoing and transparent
consultation with the community in
which it operates.

Email:
tahmoorenquiries@simecmining.com

Further information about the project
can be obtained by contacting the
Tahmoor South team.

Tahmoor Coking Coal Operations
Environment and Community team:

Once the EIS is submitted and accepted
by the Department of Planning and
Environment (DPE), it will be publicly
exhibited for a minimum of 42 days.
Anyone can make a submission on the
project during this time to the DPE.
Consultation with affected owners,
stakeholders and local communities

Web: www.tahmoorcoal.com.au

• Ron Bush
Environment & Community Manager
• Belinda Clayton
Community Coordinator
• Fiona Robinson
Environmental Coordinator
• Sam Beresford
Environment & Community Officer

T: (02) 4640 0100 E: tahmoorenquiries@simecmining.com W: www.tahmoorcoal.com.au

